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of monetary help of the Government not reaching the social worker
in time.

The spirit of service and financial stability are not enough by
themselves. Without organisational ability, social service programmes
can never be fruitful and excellent. A spirit of understanding, sense
of cooperation and feelings of unity and solidarity and comraderie
are essential for the success of the programmes.

Integrity, steadfastness and talent are the foundation stones
of social service. Florence Nightingale used to go about the patients'
ward with a small candle with a view to look after the needy and
suffering persons. The Ramakrishna Mission, Salvation Army, the
Prem Samaj, and the Red Cross Society are some of the organi-
sations which work with humanitarian spirit. The social worker has
to carry on the programme with courage and persistence, not caring
for name and fame. Therefore the saying, of Bharthruhari, has.to
become our guiding principle. The lowly do not begin any activities
on account of fear. The average person gives up the programme
when faced with obstacles; the really great and heroic persons pursue
the line of action chalked out earlier till they get the desired result.
This message is to inform our lives. There is a place in history only
for such people. Their lives are meaningful and significant. What other
return can a social worker get except satisfaction, self-gratification
and happiness in his work? The luxuries, the property we acquire
and the offices'we hold are not important. They can never be the
aims and ideals of life. What good deeds have we done? To whom
did we render help? Did we think or act beyond the confines of our
families? These are some of the questions that ought to engage the
attention of a social worker at each moment. Only when such social
workers come in large numbers with redoubled enthusiasm to
participate in programmes for social development will social service
gain a prominent and permanent place in society. In fact the spirit
of social service is latent in every individual to some extent or the
other. It is not enough to become enlightened by oneself. The grave
and heavy responsibility in social service is that of considering issues
dispassionately and taking upon oneself the task of awakening people
steeped in ignorance, and bringing about unity and solidarity amongst
them. Every one of us has to attain the qualification to take up social
work. Every individual endowed with a learning for knowledge, and
possessing the capacity to discriminate craves to do social service.
Social service is neither taken up at other's desire or command, nor
is ft given up at the behest of any other person. The pains and
pleasures will be received with a feeling of serenity. The experience